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CITING IKFORHEO SOURCES. THE GOVERNHENT WILL GR«HT 
CAHPORA SATE CCIiOUCT TO LEAVE THE COUNTRY WHEN IT HAS 
BEEN COliriRflEO THAT CAKPCR6 HAS CA.’lCER. A BIOPSY 
REPORTEDLY CAN BE «ADE WITHOUT CAMPORA'S LEAVING 
tlEXICAH EMBASSY PRECINCTS.) / 

4. (U) A WEIGHTIER DECISION TO BE MADE IN TERMS OF ThM 
FUTURE DIRECTION OF THE MILITARY GOVERNMENT, HOWEVER, 
RELATED TO THE VIOLA SUCCESSION ISSUE. IT HAS BEEN 
SEMI-OmCIALLY STATED FOR LONG THAT VIOLA WOULD NAME 
HIS SUCCESSOR AND RETIRE FROM THE ARMY IN DECEMBER. 1379, 
AND THE BE DESIGNATED BY THE JUNTA AROUND SEPTEMBER 19S0 
TO SUCCEED PRESIDENT VIOELA AT THE END OF THE LATTER'S 
MANDATE IN MARCH 19S1. VIOLA ISSUED A STATEMENT OH 
AUGUST 33 IN TUCU.MAN CONFIRMING THAT "IN PRINCIPLE" HE 
PLANNED TO RETIRE AT THE END OF THIS YEAR AND ADMITTING 
THE POSSIBILITY THAT HE 'wOULD SUCCEED VIOELA. HC-EVER, 

IN THAT STATEMENT VIOLA ACKNOWLEDGED SOMETHING COULD 
ALWAYS HAPPEN TO MODIFY HIS REITREMcNT PLANS. HE GUE NO 
EXMALES OF WHAT MIGHT UPSET HIS PLANS, BUT THE CC.NTEXT 
IN WHICH HE MADE THIS STATEMENT SUGGESTED TO SOME HE WAS 
THINKING PARTICULARLY OF- THE BEAGLE CHANNEL PRIBME OR 
PERPAHS THE POSSIBILITY OF LABOR UNREST. 


S. 41 ON THAT SAME DAY. PRESIDENT VIDEl A, SPEAKING IN 
ROSARIO TOLD THE LOCAL CRAIN BOARD THAT HE WOULD GOVERN 
■WITHOUT DIMINUTION OF VIGOR" UNTIL 1981, AND IN A PRESS 
CONFERENCE STATED THAT HE HAD MO INTENTION OF CHANCING 
THE GOERNEMTN'S ECONOMIC POLICIES. THE CONTEXT IN 
WHICH THAT STATEMENT WAS MADE SUGGESTED THAT IT WAS IN- 
TENDED TO SCOTCH A RUMOR CAMPAIGN THAT VIOLA, INFLUENCED BY PRESSURES 

FROM SUAREZ MASON AND ALlECEDLY 

FED UP WITH THE INABILITY OF THE GOVERNMENT TO SOLVE THE 
INFLATION AND RELATED ECONOMIC PROBLEMS, WAS CONTEMPLAT- 
ING THE POSSIBILITY OF ASKING VIDELA TO STEP DOWN BE- 
FORE THE END OF HIS TERM OF OFFICE, MAKING HittSElF 
PRESIDENT IN VIDELA'S TEaO, AMD FORCING THE RESIGNATION 
OF ECONOMY MINISTER MARTINEZ OE HOZ (SEE BUENOS AIRES 
6112). ANOTHER FACTOR FEEDING SPECULATION ABOUT A 
VIOLA PRESIDEh'CY EARlER THAN MARCH 1931 IS THE REALIZA- 
TION THAT SOLDIERS WHO RESIGN FROM THE MILITARY WITH 
THEINTEHTICH OF SEEKING HIGHER POLITICAL OFFICE USUALLY 
FIND THAT THEIR PRESIDENTIAL PROSPECTS DWINDLE RAPIDLY AFTER 
THEY TAKE OFF THEIR UNIFORMS. (A RECENT CASE - I N-POl NT 
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S THAT OF ADKIRAL KASSERA WHOSE POLITICAL KOnENTUK 
:INCE RETIRING FROn THE NAVY AND THE JUNTA HAS NOT KEPT 
f WITH EXPECTATIONS.) UNDER THIS THEORY. VIOLA 
ECOCNIZED n£ CUUiO NOT Ar'FuRO TO STEP INTO CIVILIAN 
inCO FOR NINE nOllTHS UNTIL THE JUNTA NAKED Hin PRESIOENT- 
ESICNATE IN SEPTEMBER OF 1980, BECAUSE, MILITARY 
NSTABlllTY BEING WHAT IT WAS, SOMETHING WAS LIKELY fo 
APPEN TO THROW THE VIOLA PRESIDENCY OFF THE TRACKS DURING 
HIS LAPSE OF TIME. IT WAS THIS CONSIDERATION WHICH 
ENERATEO SPECULATION THAT VIOLA WOULD BE COMPELLED TO 
AKE A DEAL- WITH ARMY CHIEF-OF-STAFF GENERAL SUAREZ MASON 
HEREBY THE ARMY (PRESUMABLY RATIFIED BY THE JUNTA) WOULD 
AME VIOLA TO TAKE VIOELA'S JCB TOWARD THE EtIO OF 1979 
NO SUAREZ MASON WOULD SUCCEED VIOLA AS ARMY COMMANDER. 
ANOTHER THEORY, FED BY VIOLAS TUCUMAN STATEMENT, IS 
HAT HE INTENDS TO PROLONG HIS TERM AS ARMY COMMANDER 
EVOND DECEMBER IN ORDER TO SHORTEN HIS PERIOD OUT OF 
FPICE TO A MINIMUM. IN ORDER TO 00 THIS, HE WOULD HAVE 
0 CITE, OR FABRICATE, SOME CRISI AS JUSTIFICATION.) 


OF ANY OPPORTUNITY BETWEEN NOW ANO THE END OF THE YAEAR 
TO UPSET VIOLA'SGAME PLAN, INCLUDING A HEW OUTBREAK 
OF LASOE UNREST OR AHEATING UP THE BEAGLE CHANNEL 
DISPUTE. THE DRAMATIC EVENTS OF THE PAST WEEK, OR SO, 
INCLUDING THEVISIT OF THE INTER-AMERICAN HUMAN RIGHTS 
COMMISSION, THE DISCOVERY AND ELIMINATION OF TWO TOP 
MOHrONERO LEADERS IN THE COUNTRY. THE TOUGH TEIMERMAN 
decision' AND NOW THE ARMED ATTACK BY UNIDENTIFIED 
ASSAILANTS OK THE HOUSE OF MARTINEZ OE HOI'S RIGHT- 
HAND MA, GUILIRMO WALTER KLEIN, JR., ARE JUST THE 
RIGHT ElEMCKTS FOR UNSETTLING THE UNEASY BALANCE IN THE 
ARMY AND CREATING A CHANGED GAME BOARD ON WHICH VIOLA 
MUST NOW PLAN NEW STRATEGY. 

CASTRO 


. IVaS of THIS WRITING, THE TWO LEADING CONTENDERS 
0 SUCCEED VIOLA AS ARMY COMMANDER ARE, WE BELIEVE, STILL 
UAREZ mason and army I CORPS COMMANDER GAlTIERl. OUR 
RAGMENTARY INFORMATION UNTIL THE DRAMATIC EVENTS OF 
VIS PAST WEEK SUCCESTEO, ON BALANCE, THAT VJOlA INTENDED, 

YD WOULD PROBABLY BE ABIE, TO AVOID THE ‘SUAREZ MASON 
CCNARIO' ANO NAME MllJTARY INCJNEER CAITIZRI HIS SUCCESSOR, 

3RCIHC THE RETIREMENT , (OR ASSIGNMENT ABROAD) OF HARDLINE 
AVALRY OFFICERS SUARfI MASON AND II) CORPS COMMANDER 
:K£RAL MENENDE: ALONG WITH TWO OTHER SENIOR GENEALS 
JKTRARY TO THE SPECULATION ABOUT A VIOLA-SUAREZ MASON 
[Al ANO INTER VANTIOH OF VIDELA'S TERM OF OflCE, THE 
UTIERI SUCCESSION UOULO BE CONSONNMT WITH 4 MORE 
tOERLY SCENARIO WITH VIOELA'S SUCCESSOR (IE VIOLA) 

LKIKC CVER THE PRESIDENCY IK MARCH 1981 AS CALLED FOR IN 
IE ‘SCHEME OF POWER" AKR4HGEMEHT AGREED TO BY THE JUNTA 
(ST YEAR. N TERffS OF ECONOftlC ISSUES, A GAlTIfRI 
•.LECTION AS ARMY COMMANDER WOULD IMPLY A CONTINUATION 
• THE MARTINEZ OE HOZ POLICIES, ON THE POLITICAL SIDE 
(EATER PROGRESS TOWARDS A GRADUAL CIVILIAN OPENING AND 
f THE QUESTION OF THE REPRESSICN OF SUEVERSlOH, A TEKOEHCY 
IWARO ETURK T THE RULE OF UW. SUAREZ MASON'S 
tCCT/OM CKJURES UP A DIFFERENT PICTURE IN POLITICAL 
RCLES CONSISTING OH THE ONE HAND OF CONTINUED HARDLINE 
PRESSION AGAINST THOSE CONSIDERED TO BE SUB'/ESIVES 
.ND POSSIBLY AH EXPANSION OF THE TARGETS) BUT ALSO THE 
ISSIBILITY OF POLITICAL SCCOMMOOAnCN WITH PEROHISTS AMO 
HER HATOHALISTS. AT LEAST WITH RESPECT TO ECONOMIC 
UCIES. THESE CONTRASTING SCENARIOS ARE EXAGGERATED 

CUR VIEW, BUT THEY REPRESENT (TO SOME DEGREE SEIF- 
TERESTED) NOTIONS WHIC CIRCULATE AMONG POLITICAL 
RTY AND JOURNALIST SOURCES. 

il IT SEEMS TO US NOW MORE LIKELY THAT SUAREZ ' T * ‘ 

SON. FACED WITH THE LIKELIHOOD THAT GALTIERl WAS A* X '-t. i f ^ ' 

OLA'S HAND PICKED SJCCESSCR, WILL TRY TO TARE ADVANTAGE ' ip.-i ^ 


